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COLORADO COLLEGE HOLDS 143rd COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY 
ON MONDAY, MAY 22 ON ARMSTRONG QUAD


Journalist-in-Residence Hampton Sides to Give Commencement Address

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – May 17, 2017 – Colorado College will hold its 143rd Commencement ceremony at 8:30 a.m., Monday, May 22 on Armstrong Quad with New York Times-bestselling author and CC’s Journalist-in-Residence Hampton Sides delivering this year’s Commencement address, titled “A Heart That Watches and Receives.”

Colorado College President Jill Tiefenthaler will present approximately 500 Bachelor of Arts degrees to members of the Class of 2017 and 17 Master of Arts in teaching degrees. She also will present honorary degrees to Sides, David van Diest “Van” Skilling, a member of the Class of 1955, and Brenda L. Bass, a member of the Class of 1977, all of whom have made outstanding contributions in their fields.

Sides is best-known for his gripping non-fiction adventure stories set in war or depicting epic expeditions of discovery and exploration. He is the author of the bestselling histories “Ghost Soldiers,” which was the basis for the 2005 film “The Great Raid”; “Blood and Thunder,” named one of the 10 Best Books of 2006 by Time magazine and currently under development for the screen; and “Hellhound On His Trail,” about the murder of Martin Luther King Jr. and the international manhunt for assassin James Earl Ray, and the basis for the acclaimed PBS documentary “Roads to Memphis,” for which Hampton served as historical consultant. His most recent book is “In the Kingdom of Ice,” which recounts the heroic polar voyage of the U.S.S. Jeannette during the Gilded Age.

Sides also is editor-at-large for Outside magazine and a frequent contributor to National Geographic and other magazines. His journalistic work, collected in numerous published anthologies, has been twice nominated for National Magazine Awards for feature writing. The title of his Commencement address is a line from Wordsworth’s poem “The Tables Turned.”

Also receiving an honorary degree is Skilling. After graduating from CC with a degree in zoology and serving in the Navy, Skilling began a career in corporate management. He joined TRW in 1970 as business manager for the software group which provided the guidance system for the Apollo project. Over the next 26 years he held a variety of project and general management positions with TRW, earning an MBA in International Business before moving to TRW’s corporate headquarters. His TRW career culminated as executive vice president and general manager of the Information Systems and Services Sector, a position he held from 1989 to 1996.  In 1996, Skilling formed a new company, Experian, serving as CEO and chairman before retiring in1999. He remains active on two company boards and with four startup companies, and is an active volunteer. 
Bass graduated with a B.A. in chemistry, earned a Ph.D. from the University of Colorado, and served as a postdoctoral fellow at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, in Seattle, prior to joining the faculty of the University of Utah School of Medicine in 1989. She is known for her contributions in defining double-stranded RNA-mediated pathways, including the discovery of ADAR RNA editing enzymes, and models and experiments that established Dicer's role in RNA silencing. Her laboratory is particularly interested in understanding how bodies know the difference between one’s own double-stranded RNA and that made by a virus, and speculates that during stress or disease one’s ability to distinguish these molecules breaks down. Bass's scientific contributions have been recognized by her election to the National Academy of Sciences, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and as a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. In 2011 she received the prestigious National Institutes of Health Director’s Pioneer Award.

Cascade Avenue will be closed between Uintah Avenue and Cache La Poudre Street on Monday morning during Commencement exercises, reopening approximately midday.

In the event of inclement weather, the Commencement ceremony will be moved to the Broadmoor World Arena, 3185 Venetucci Blvd., and will begin a half hour later, at 9 a.m. If in doubt, check the Colorado College website and or tune in to 91.5 KRCC. 
About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874. The college operates on the innovative Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,000 undergraduate students study one course at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. The college also offers a master of arts in teaching degree. For more information, visit www.coloradocollege.edu
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